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Sir: 

The following remarks are submitted in response to the Examiner's Statement of 
Reasons for Allowance included in the Notice of Allowability dated April 2, 2010 in the 
above-identified application. 
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REMARKS 



Applicants have reviewed the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
(hereinafter "Statement") given on pages 9-11 of the April 2, 2010 Notice of 
Allowability. 

The Examiner asserts that U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0094088 
(hereinafter "Okaue") discloses the limitations of the independent claims as presented 
prior to the Examiner's Amendment. Applicants respectfiilly disagree with this assertion, 
and instead maintain that the claims as presented prior to the Examiner's Amendment 
were patentable over Okaue for at least the reasons identified by AppHcants in the Appeal 
Brief dated January 4, 2010. To the extent that the Statement attempts to characterize 
Okaue in a manner inconsistent with prior responses filed by Applicants, the Statement is 
respectfiilly traversed. 

In view of the traversal presented in the aforementioned Appeal Brief, Applicants 
respectfiilly assert that the Examiner's Amendment was not necessitated by 
unpatentability over Okaue but rather was agreed to solely in order to expedite allowance 
by conforming to the subjective preferences of the Examiner. Applicants expressly 
maintain the right to pursue claims similar to those presented prior to the Examiner's 
Amendment in one or more continuing applications. 

Applicants respectfiilly request that the above comments be made of record and 
placed into the apphcation file pursuant to 37 CFR 1.104(e). 



Respectfiilly submitted. 




Joseph B. Ryan v. 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Reg. No. 37,922 
Ryan, Mason & Lewis, LLP 
90 Forest Avenue 
Locust Valley, NY 11560 
(516)759-7517 



Date: April 7, 2010 
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